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Dave Galvin
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before heading out to explore the Hyakea in search of remnants of the earliest ski area that had

flourished there from 1938 until 1950. The group incluee Moffett6 2 S6 06 Qa a2y | yR GKS
the effort to create the Washington State Ski and Snowboard Museum at SnoqualmieJBlaskyndin

(former Sahalie member who has written numerous articles about local as well as Sun Valley area ski

and railroad history)Kirby Gilbertand his daughterKatja, (Kirby isski historian extraordinaire who has

published numerous articles in natioratd international ski history journals)ack LeepefHyak
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Alleno & a NX» {hd Had \Woikd@dibrE most of thifts in Washingta State over the past 40+ ges-

incldzRA y 3 {-bdsdd eakhSrcatiMission Ridge and for the past 30 years at Stevens ®é&$snd

of Marla and Dave Wellingteweigel); Matt Broze(Seattle Ski Club member in the 1950s whose dad

wasskiing all these slopes in the 1930s d&reyond and who won the Silver Skis race on Mt. Rainier in
1942);Jerry Hanleyski videographer who went to school withiidsoleille and who produced the

wonderful 78" anniversary video of Summit at Snoqualmie last spring):NeitiMcDonaldo a 2 T ¥ S G Qa
son-in-law).

As the day progressed we learned that the whole early ski area, known before WWII as the Snoqualmie

Ski Bowl and after the war as the MilwauK&oaqd Ski Bowl (after the railroad that sponsored the

area) was located to thesoutheast of whatwe know 2 g | a a1l &1 | ¢ EdNéndafyddoV A G 9 I
what was this pioneering ski area is
overgrown in forest that is trying to
reclaim the slope to theoutheast of the
current Hyak ski slopg&igure 1)

The Milwaukee Road railroad developed
the original area in timéor the 1937Q 0 V|
ski season, and it flourished until World
War Il caused it to close in 1942. It
reopened forthe 194&n 1t & S| & 3
closed finally in 1950 after a 1949 fire
destroyed the base lodge and the
railroad lost interest in this side venture.

Fgure 2shows the location of the
original ski area in 1938, with all the run;

Figure 1. The upper poidn of the old ski bowl as it appears today

located below the old railroad rigtuf- overgrown Note the new Hyak chairlift on the righOriginal ski runs, as
way that we now crossountry ski on as shown in Figure 2, were all below this image. Ndtew the topography
we head around Mt. Catherine. in the center of this photomatches that to the left of the skier insert in

Figure 2.(Photo by Dave Galvin, July 2013.)
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Figure 2 Stylized image of the first Snoqualmie Ski Bowl opened in January 1938, near what we now call Hyak, by th
Milwaukee Road railroad (after WWII it was renamed the Milwaukee Road Ski Bowl). The five ski runs were named aftg
major named trains of the Milwaukee Road that ran between Seattle/Tacoma and Chicago in the late 1930s. Note tt
horizontal line at the tg of the ski runs: this was the abandoned, original rail alignment where the tracks first went over {
Summit from 1909 through 1914, with a stop at Laconia; in 1915 the railroad abandoned this route in favor of one sligh
lower at this spot that went hrough the tunnel (now part of the John Wayne Pioneer Trail, even though actor John Way
likely never saw it!). We crossountry ski along this abandoned rail rigiaf-way when we head from Hyak around the Mt.
Catherine loop. The site of the originabbe lodge is now where the sewage lagoons are located adjacent to the John W4
Trail of the Iron Horse State Park. The entire current Hyak ski area (Summit East) is locatedriorthevest/right of this
image. (Map from Milwaukee Road, c. 1938; image fronettollection of Kirby Gilbert.)




Just before the war, a couple massive ski jumps were developeaitl apthe original five ski runs; the
area below was cleared into a wide, open slope, and some major ski jumping tournaments were hosted
on this hill.

Immediately after the war, the area reopet as the Milwauke¢Road Ski Bowl forthe 194@n 1T & A Y (G S NJ
season. Figure 8hows a drawing of the area as it was then configured, inofu8lirope tows and the

innovativead ¢éyd 8 {1 A02331Fyé tATFHG GKFG OFNNASR ai1ASNE ac
the ski jumps.The Olympic ski jumping trials were hosted here in 1947 and the national championships

were held on the Milwaukee A jump in 1948.
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GREATLY ENLARGED AREA
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plus the junior jump(C), 5 rope tows (including one up high on Rocky Point), and thesj-tllo Skiboggan route
immediately northwest of the ski jumps. The current Summit West (Hyak) ski area is to the right of all of these lifts
(Image from Milwaukee Road, 1946, from the collection of Kirby Gilbert.)




Figure 4shows a phot®f the Talky-Ho Skiboggan lift developed by Keiflaley and put into operation
after the war in 1946. Figureshows a group of ski jumpers with a clear view behind to the jumps and
lower slopes ofhe Ski Bowl, c. 1946. Figursltows a photdoy Bob andrh Spring of the Hyak area in
the early 1960s. The new ski area is cleared tatirethwest, while remnants of the old Milwaukee

Bowl development can be seen to tkeutheast.

Figure 4 Photo of the TallyHo Skiboggan at the Milwaukee Road Ski Bowl c. 19 up sled is on the left (note skis bein
carried up), while the down sled is to the right carrying sightseers. (Photo by __ Johnston, from the collection of Jag
Leeper.)

We started our exploration on July 2t the topof rope tow #1 shown in Figure 8n thenorthwest

side of the old ski area. Jack Leeper had found the top of this tow in an undeveloped lot between ski
chalets on a lower residential road. The top of the tow still exists, including two talhtateppoles

with lower and upper shim wheels, plua ald electric engine and mess oparts partially covered by
debris. This lot ischeduledo be developed, so this one historical anchor point will soon be lost.

We next drove around on access roads to tfek RR righbf-way and stopped right wheréne B jump is

located in Figure 3There is a ton of old wood fragments scattered above and below the road where the
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the old RR righof-way to get to the steeper landing slopes below. We also noted four large concrete
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Figure5. Skijump class c. 1946 withtie/ € 2dzYLJ AYYSRALF (St & Fo020S GKS mMmZ
just to the right (west) ofthe B. On the right side can be seen the track for the Tality Skiboggan. This entire Ski Bowl
liessouthS 1 a i 2F GKS OdzZNNBy (i | @hofosodree urdndwWniniagedromittie £dectidn jofiirby NJ
Gilbert)

images of the day. | have seen snow boasd@king ugslope right where the C jump is located in order
to use the crosgountry (former RR road) track as their kicker to fly down into the lower sldRiEh
Poelker reminisced about one of his scariest moments on skis whimhehed off of this C jump the
1950s as part of a ski meet, representing his high school ski telenad never been off a ski jump
before, and he nevawent back Let@ just say & didm@make a clean landingnd was lucky he did@h
break anything

Jack Leeper then took us-gfope to thesite of thetop of the old Tally-Ho Skiboggan, a trip that

involved some buskwvackingand that impressed us with the steep slope below from which the ski

jumps launched.This wholearea issoutheast of the new chair lift at Summit East. We congted at a

spot full of old timber and metal in a mess reminiscent of a plane qseshFigure )/ Amongst the
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we thought these were the Skiboggans, but on further discussion we think that what we found were

smaller sleds, maybe ones used on the upper tow taWRocky Point. It will take some excavation to



