WORKERS AND OPERf\ TORS.
while sick it seemed that I could hardly
do without.
Fourth: Are we prepared to take care of
the ramo-ins of our Brothers after they
have shed their earthly shell? There might
be some Locals that own a Lot In a Cemetery but they are mighty few and far between. I know that my own Local does
not. Does yours? And if a traveUng Brother happens to shuffle oft this mortal coil
in between stations, and he has no one
close to him with finances enough to pay
the cost, and he is buried either in the
UPottenJ' Field'" or In the "Stranger's"
Rest:' which Is only a little different.
Now, taking up the first proposJtion;
why wouldn't it be a wise thing for us to
PREPARE against this? It Is liable to
happen to any Local. any time, anywhere.
At our coming International Convention
lees have this proposition brought up again
tor consideration. A certain part of our
per-capita, which i8 our own money, ought
to be set aside for our own protection.
And another pa'rt of this per-capita ought
to be set aside tor legislative purposes, to
prepare for better protection; Personally,
physically, and mentally for our members.
Regarding the next 8rOPOSltlon, why not
au thorize the Grand mcers to employ a
man who has made a special study of Life
Insurance rates, tables, etc., and have him
complJe special rates, based on the actual
mortality of our members; and then have
the membersJnp at large pus on same.
and if favorable adopt same; and you wlll
see practically every member avail himself
of the beneftts to be derived therefrom.
This has been done by the Brotherhood of
Locomotive Engineers and has proven,
from what I can ftnd out. highly satisfactory. And their occupation Is almost as
hazardous as ours. And we members who
are married need this kind of protection.
Taking the third proposition up for consideration is not very hard. for it was put
to a referendum atter the last convention
but was unfortunately lost.
I believe,
like the Brother from No. 10, that the
Grand Otftce ought to have charge of the
sick-benefits, and that they ought to be
uniform all over the Organization, Instead
of '6.00 here, '8.00 somewhere else, and
'10.00 over yonder, and that the traveling
Brother and the Brother In the small
Local ought to have just as much protectect Ion along this Une as the Brothers In
the big, rich Locals. He needs It just as
bad if not worse. for the chances are that
he has absolutely not a cent laid by and It
he eets sick will have to depend on charity
to take care of him and nurse him back to
health again.
Now the last proposition In this Jetter.
This one does not take much thinking
about; just have a re8olution drawn up and
presented before your Local to buy a Lot
in a nice Cemetery, the size of the lot depends largely on the size of the Local, and
have a nice stone with the Seal of the Organisation or just the initials "I. B. E. W."
carved on it: and then when anyone In
pasaing would see It, it would give the
Organization a good thought In that pereon's mind, whether they be Union or not.
.Now, Brothers, think about these 8ubjects and then write about them in the
·'Worker" and when the convention meets
have them all considered, for I really beUeve that they are propositions that ought
to be given careful and unbiased consideration, for I really believe they would be
for the betterment of the Organization as
a whole, better for each Local, and better
for each Individual member.
Thanking you tor your time and attent Ion, I beg to remain,
Fratemally and Respectfully,
W. P. Boger,
Press Secretary.
Local Union No. 66. I. B. E. W.
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Editor:

Will endeavor to get an article In for
74, as \\?e haven't had an article In the
0fflclal organ for some time and want to
apologize tor not writing to the .Tournai
Dlore often but as I am located away from
Dan\-" 1Ile It Is hard to get an article in as
our Recording Secretary and Business
Agent are paralyzed in their right arms
when it comes to correspondence and I
have to guess most of the time at what Js
going on in the Local.
'Ve have asked the offlclals for a new
agreement to be op~ned by June 1st. tor
an increase in wages, so I understand
through the Federated Crafts now on the
C. & E. I. R. R.
,
We haven't an Idle man In our Local
anti hs ven't had since we organized and
sincerely hope we can make room for more
men under the next agreement we get with
the company.
We still have some Brothers who do not
attend meetings and expect other members
to keep them posted and the members
that do attend are not putting out anything
if they want to know they will have to
at tend meetings.
Fraternally,
.T. K. D., P. S.

r..
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Editor:
The past month has been one of great
activity for L. U. No. 77, inasmuch as
International President McNulty has been
. with us working In conjunction with the
Executive Board negotiating an agreement
with the Chicago, l\lilwaukee and St. Paul
Railroad for the electrification work to be
done on their main lines and sidings trom
Othello to Tacoma and Seattle, Washington.
President McNulty called the Milwaukee
office from the Labor Temple and made an
appointment for the Conference Board to
meet with Mr. Goodnow, &8slstant to the
President, and his engineers, on Tuesday,
April 24th, at 10 A. M.
At the appointed time the Conference
Board of the following members: Dave
Reid of 609, W. .T. Dobbs ot 623, G. A..
Stark. Gilbert Hobbs, W. F. Delaney, ~.
Mangles, F. S . .Tones and C. Cross of 77, and
L. Bertsch It 46 and President McNulty,
It being made known by letter that 77 was
to represent 483 at all meetings, went Into
conference with Mr. Goodnow and the engineers of the work.
After four days of meetings between the
offlclals of the Milwaukee and the Conterence Board the agreement was reached
which the Board brought back to the local
unions interested for their acceptance or
rejection.
Special meetings were calJed as per the
constitution and the membership voted to
accept the proposed agreement by a vote
of 162 to 33.
The agreement calJs for CLOSED SHOP,
EIGHT-HOUR DAY. 1 JA. time for all overtime. Sundays and holIdays. Transportation from and to headquarters in case ot
dismissal or cessation of work along with
such other transportation as is usually
accorded railroad employees. Headquarters
to be that place at which the employe Is
hired for work.
All camps In which journeymen are employed shall be furnished with spring beds
or cots. mattresses, pillows, blankets,
sheets or Ught cot ton blankets, pillow
cases and towels to· be laundered once
each week.
Board and lodging to be '1.00 per day.
A majority of each ganr setting polee
or 8ubetftutes therefor 8hal be journeymen
lfn~meD.
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Foremen must have I. B. E. W. cards
but are to do no actual work except In
cases ot emergency.
All necessary changes in material and
apparatus which have to be made on the
job and all work as defined in the I. B. E.
W. constitution shall be done by journeymen electrical workers.
Wages as follows: Foremen, $6.12 per
day: journeymen, $4.62 per day; helpers,
$3.00 per day. After" July 1, 1918: Foremen, $5.25 per day; journeymen, $4.75 per
day.
The foregoing are the most ptomlnent
features of the agreement.
While this agreement does not provide
for all of the conditions that we as skilled
electrical workers are entitled- to nevertheless the vote of the locals Interested demonstrated its complete satisfaction.
This agreement was negotiated and
adopted as per our consUtutlon the membership directly Interested casting a se..
cret ballot for or against the acceptance.
This job ,vill be the first large construction job that will be done under absolute
closed shop conditions In the PacUic N orthwest and the wage Is the highest ever
paid for cold construction In this part of
the country.
We feel sure that had not our members
made such a good record In the class of
work they performed on the Montana job
that the work the above agreement covers
would have been let to a contracting ftrm
and the chances are that said finn would
have been unfair to our Brotherhood.
During the conference Mr. Goodnow and
Mr. Buchas, his chief electrical engineer,
repeatedly stated that they were. greatly
pleased with the class of work done by our
members on the Montana job.
It Is generally accepted In this part of
the country that the other transoontlnental
roads will also electrify their main linea
80 far as it Is possible and practicable for
them to procure the necessary electrical
energy,
The re Is no doubt if our Brotherhood
fulfills their part of this &«reement our
members in the Northwest will rrotlt to
the extent that they will get al of the
electrification work contemplated.
.
After the construction period is over on
this railroad work there remains for many
ot our members permanent malntainance
and operation jobs that are well worth
having. The Milwaukee has already signed an agreement for this work In the electrified zone In Montana and we are thus
assured of this work on the Puget Sound
lines after the construction work Is finished.
L. U. 77 feels sure that all the locals
Interested will see that the agreement 18
carried out both in letter and spirit during
its full legal existence.
Along with the report of the Milwaukee
job we can at this time say that things
are framing very favorable for some raise
in the wages now being paid our members
who are working for the City Light.
All in all the prophecy Ie that this part
of the country will have lots of work after
the fore part of the summer. There are
quite a few of the members working at
odd jobs at this time waiting for the :Milwaukee to start their work.
International President McNulty left
here to proceed to San Francisco to negotiate the agreement for the Pacific Tel.
& Tel. Co. 'Ve hope that he obtains as good
results for the telephone men as he has for
the light and power men on this new agreement just signed.
I guess this Is all the news from these
parts at present.
Fraternally,
C. Cross,
Press Secretary, L. U. 77, I. B. E. W.
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Editor:
Just a line tonight to say that I am not
dead, neither is Local 86, although I did
not get a word In last month for the boys.
Business at present is fair and that is
the best I can say. Nothing of any importance is being started, although there are
two or three jobs under way. Building Is
very quiet for this time of year.
To date eight of our members have left
ou r ranks to join those of Uncle Sam in
the different units ot service, and their
brothers at home wish them all the luck
possible and, that they may soon return
to us Is our most sincere hope. The least
we can do for them is to carry them along
on the books, which we are most cheerfully
and gladly doing.
According to our last agreement we received $.25 per day increase on May 1st.
It certainly comes In handy at this time
of high prices. and I cannot think ot a
man "'ho will not be able to spend the extra
quarter. If there be anyone so unfortunate they n1ay send the extra to me, I can
spend it.
Th is Is th e last· year ot the present agreement and let us hope that the next one can
be framed wlthou t any unpleasantness for
either party. Local 86 has had no trouble
ot a serious nature in some time and we
all hope that the record will not be broken
next year.
As I remarked before there Is not much
doing In our line now, so I nnd It hard to
nnd anything to write about. So hoping
to be able to report something more interesting next month, I am
Fraternally yours,
J. J. Philipps, Press Secretary.
Local No. 86, Rochester, N. Y.
L. V • •0. 90, JIB. IU.VJI., OOJIJI.

E4itor:
Again I will drop you a Une from L. U.
No. 90, New Haven. All Is going along
smooth at present, but we expect something in the war line soon. As the open
shop contractors have been In their winter
quarters all winter and now that spring
Is here they are beginning to come out
once in awhile. Our main line of defense
has been hit pretty hard by a great number of the brothers leaving New Haven
tor higher-wage cIUe~Brldgeport. Waterbury and Hartford. But don't forget but
what we have something In the line of
reinforcements, that is the N. - H. B. T.
Dept., who we now must look to, to hold
the fort atter nine months of hard battle.
Conditions this month are the same as
las~ a few out of work, but not worrying, for we all feel that victory will be
sweet some day.
Trusting that all that labor, sweat and
starve will some day see the light. I
remain, as ever.
:T. E. Smith. P. S.
Ji. V. 11'0. 103, BOnO., II.&BIL

Well, in regards to amount of work in
old cultured Boston, I would say that It
was fair, but still the best we could expect under such trying Urnes.
Boston
seems to be the busiest place on the Atlantic Coast, where the preparations are
going on for this present crisis. There are
many naval militiamen from the Mlddlewest States stationed here. The streets
are fu 11 of uniformed men. Since my last
writing we have lost only a tew members
who have enlisted, who are, Bro. Downey
in Ninth Regiment, Joe Flnklestetn in U.
S. Signal Corps, Bill :Morris in the Naval
Reserve. Quite a few of the boys have
gone to work over In the Navy Yards on
the ships that are being trimmed up for
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