IMPORTANT TRAFFIC AGREEMENT.

Milwaukee and St Paul! Combine with
St. Paul and Duluth Line.

Special to The New York Times.
CHICAGO, July 27.—0One of the most un-
poerteant railroad deals that has bLeen cene
ginecered in a long time has just been con-
summaterd between the Northern Pacifie

and Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. 7Paul
Roads, i R

By an agreement enteraed into by officers
of the twe roads to-day, a traffic arrange-
ment is made that will allow the Milwau-
kee ané St. IPau! Itoad to use the tracks of
the St. Peul and Duluth line between St.
Panl, Minneapolis. arnd Duluth, giving the
former a direct through line between Chi-
cagn and the metropo.is of Lake Superior.
Arrangements arce being made for a large
freight house in the twin citics for usc of
the threce roads.

Brief Railroad ltems.

James MceCrea. First Vice President of
the Pennsvivania lines wust of Pittsburg,
will sail for IEurope on his steam yacht
within a few days. - o

After July the monthly statements of the
Santa Fé's earnings will include those of
the San Joaquin Valley Branch to San
Francisco, which was opened a short time
a§0.

The report of the Central Passenger As-
cpciation shows that since its organiza-
tion in September, 1897, it has sold 412,436
mileage books, on which §3,047,321 was
paid out in rebates.

The Lehigh Valley will run an excursion
to Mauch Chunk and the Switchback Rail-
road at a reduced rate to-morrow. A spe=-
ejal train will leave Cortlandt and Des-
brosses Streets at S:15 AL AL

"mThe stockholders  of the YPeoria, Decatur
and Evansville Railway who desire-to have
the recent sale of that road set aside have
taken the case to the Unitad States Circuit
Court of Appeals at Chicago.

The main line of the Western New York
and Pennsylvania from Newcastle to Oil
City, Penn., a distance of sixty-eight miles
will be known as the Newcastle Branch of
the Erie and Ashtabula Division of the
Pennsyivania Railroad Company.

The Baltimore and Ohio awards mmedals
{0 its engineers for each five vyears of
services. Engincders who have served fifty
yvears receive gold medals, which are
good as passes for life. Engineers who
have been in the service forty-five years
receive as a medal a string of thirteen sil-
ver medallions.  The other medals differ
only in the inscriptions.
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