THE TRIPARTITE POOL PLANS,

MrLwaAUREE, Dec. 10.—The telegram con-
veying the amnouncement by Manager S. S. Mer-
rill, of the Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad, that
kis road would not enter any pool agreement on
Omaha business which could not include all of the
roads in the Iowa trunik line association has placed
an entirely different appearance on the UnionPa-
cific-Rock IslandeSt. Paul ** tripartite™” arrdnge-
ment from that of a few deysago., Aanager
Merrill is now at Omaha in company with Gen-
eral Tyeight Agent Bird, where he was
called on Saturday on matters entirely
ouitside of the pending pool agreement,
it ‘i3 said. It is possible that the visit

may have greater significance in the pool matter
than was supposed, and it is certain that if the
pool agreement between the Union Pacific, Mil-
waukee and St. Paul, and Rock Island and
Pacific is nol to be made, it creates a state of
affairs entirely different from that which existed
a short time ago. The agreement referred 4o
was drawn up at Chicago 1o be in force for a
long term of years, and it needed only the
signatures of the proper representatives of the
three railway lines named to make it binding and
in force. It was understood that the signatures
were to be placed thereon at_a meeting held in
New-York last week, and on Friday It was under-
stood that this last ﬁart in the arrangement had
been performed. The present indication is that
such was not the case, and it appears that oppo-
sition ¢n the part of Union Pacific Directors was
the barrier to any action being taken. A meeting
of the Directors was held, as expected, but it is
said@ to have hpen a most stormy one, and g0
strongly were some of the Directors opposed to
it that no acticn could be taken. A report is
current in Chicago that the Milwaulkee and St.
Parul has also weakened regarding the agreement

and is now inclined to let it go by the board, bu{;
should this be the fact the road will certainly not
enter the Iowa Trunk Lines Association again,
unless it does s0 upon equal terms with the other
roads for the passepger business. The Rock
Island is the only one of the other four roads op-
posing this request, and it is generally believed
that it will not abandon its opposition in this re-
spect, particularly asit has been one of the fore-
most in bringing about the now reported to-be-
abandoned ‘‘tripartite agreement. Report
further indicates that should the Rock Island in-
gist upon excluding the Milwaukee and St. Paul
from the Omaha passenger pool the other roads
;01'1111 jollg. hands and leave the Rock Islangd outin
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