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VALUATION SECTICN MONTANA 9

Valuation Beotion Montana 9 extends from a connec-
tion with the Lewistown-Great Falls Line in West Great Falle to
& terminus at Agawam, a dietanoce of 65 miles.

The surveys wers begun about t let, 1912, under
the supervielon of E. O, Reeder, Assistant ief Enginesr, and
under the general direction of A. G. Baker, Divisicn Engineer, with
Charles F, Healey 2es Lnnating Engineer. The route was along the
north side of the Sun River Valley for a distance of about 20 miles
out of Great Falle; it then ascended to the higher bench, or prairie,
on which it was looated, to the crossing of the Teton River; thence
erossing the Teton River and along the sasterly or northerly side
of the valley thru the town of Choteau; thence along the higher
bench or pralrie to the terminus at Agawam,

Other than in the vioinity of Priest Lake, south of
Choteau, the prnliminar{ surveys practically coinoide with the final
looation. MNear Priest Lake several lines were surveyed over a dis-
tance of from five to ten miles. The located and comstructed line
provided for ruling grades of 1.2% north bound and 1.0% south bound
and maximum curvature of £ degrees.

The line was oonstructed along the general route as
above desoribed., Oonstruction work in the Sun River Valley was
generally of ordinary character of work in flat bottom lands,
except that a landslide near Manchester threw the looation intec
heavier work than would have been othermise neocssary and the
necessity of an overhead orossing of the Oreat Horthern at Vaughn
involved scme heavy grading and a long high trestle bridge in
that vicinity. The bench land traversed was, and is, under the
Sun River Irrigation Projeot, which involved more expensive con-
struotion than would have otherwlse been required, involving the
construction of a mumber of oulverts, syphons and bridges for
irrigation ditches and canals.

Gravelly and hard pan material was sncountered in grad-
ing on the tench land, but no extraordinary difficult conditicns
were encountered except in the vioinity of Priest Lake, in the Teton
River Valley near Choteau, and on the bemch in the vielnlty of
Farmington.

At Priest Lake the embankment was on wet partially sub-
merged land and after the roadbed had been completed a flood which
caused a rise in the level of the lake made 1t neceseary to re-
construct the roadbed on a higher grade line.
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In the Teton Valley and in the vicinity of Choteau,
floods--after the roadbed had been sompleted--caused extensive
waehouts and expensive work in restcring and repairing the em-
bankments and bridges and culverts. This flood ogourred during
an interval while the work was temporarily suspended and some
ocnetruction material whior had beer delivered and left at eltes
of propossd structures was carrled away, invelvine oconsiderahle
expense in recovaring suoh of 1t as was not lost.

On the Farmingtcn Bench and near Agzawam some diffi-
culties wWere encountered due to the nature cof the ground which
contalned many boulders and because cf saepage from irrigation
ditohes which added to the diffioculties and cost of work. Sliding
gravel on the slope below an irrigatics ditoh a few miles north
of Choteau made some revielon of line and reconstructiop of road-
bad neoessary.

The contraot for clearing, grading, and the ereotion
of bridgee and oulverts necessary for the construstion of the line
was made with Twohy Brothers Company, dated November 1, 1912. The
greater part of the grading and Sulvert work, and a part of the
bridging was done under thie contract, Ytut abvout Desember 1, 1913,
construction work was suspended and Twohy Brothers Company released
from further work and a final estimate of the work done by them
was made. ©Suepension of the work and delay in completing this line
was due to the delay in the development of the country, caused by
the non-completion of the Bun Hlver Irrigation Projeot. Subae-
quently when consfruction work was resumed in April 1915, contracte
for the completicn of bridges, and for completing grading, repair-
ing roadbed at wasnouts, and for ralsing the grade at Priest Lake,
was made with D, J. Purke, BSome of the bridge woerk was done direotly
by Rallway Company foroea, this inoluding the trusses at the Great
Northern Cromssing at Vaughn and the bridge over the Teton River,

Track lniing was oompleted to the terminus at Agawam
in December 1916, B5# rsalay rail was used for nﬂgrazimatul the
firet 20 miles ocut of Great Falls and the remalnder beling g&# rail.

This now is operated as part of the Northern Montana
Division with hsadguarters at Lemiatown,






