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Heres a couple letters early 20th century where JJ Hill and associates blow off opportunities to enter Big 

Bend country south of their main line, around Moses Lake. Ends with hand wringing note from GN 

agent at lrby several years later, to his boss complaining that the interloping Milwaukee has stolen all 

their business. lrby station was closed short time afterward. I believe if you will look in the stuff I sent 

you from Everett Line long ago you will find similar events taking place around Novelty, Duvall and Told 

WA after Milw built line parallel to GN there. I Dave 



August 23,1904. 

-=Personal--

Mr.:r.G.Eden, 

Assistant General Traffic Manager, 

Seattle,Wash. 

Dear Sir: 

See your letter of the 19th inst. in regard to building a 

railroad from Ephrata into the Big Bend Country, and particularly wi~~ 

reference to the propos:i.tit)n tilat Mr.Charles Bettes is identified 

with: 

Mr .Hill is under the impr-ession that while t~'lese lines ma~.r 

assist in the development of the country, &~d sbould be enco1~aged 

to that ex·tent, that we had beet occupy 'the tecritory Quraa::..~:res 

instead o:r giving encouragement to others~ Mr.L9W.Hi11 is now in 

correspondence with tl"le President and the result may 'be that we wilJ. 

accord.i.ngly $ 

Fourth ilt ce P:res iden to 

LWH 



\ 
\ 

Mr • .J. C. Iii den, 

Assistant Gene·:-·'Jl Tra.''fic ?Jan;c;.ger, Seattle. 

De 8.r St :r·: 

F.eferr:i.nr; to yo•E·s of the fifth in regard to construction of a 

r a j l roa.d 1 rrt;o t -~,e Big Rend co,mt ry :from Ephr a ta: 

l have not yet ':-1_3..: 1 a prcper oppo:·ttm:i.t~r to discuss t!1is with t."le 

Preside:1t fully, b,Jt am under the impressict1 it will be our :intention to 

soon occupy this cm1ntry ourselves~ I shall, as soon as possib l e, 

discuss the matte1· vritf·l the ~-resic~ent and let you k11ow re sult. 

Yours truly, 



Form 213 11-10 200M· StP 

GREAT NoRTHERN RAILWAY Co. 

Mr. M. J. Costello. 

seat t 1 e . '/.Jn. 

Dear Sir:-

On July the 12th I was called on by the local :farmers uni.on at this place 
in reg~rd to the :fretght rat e on grain to t he coast. the;y- informe.Q_ mA . /J .tJ 
the rave to seattle via the Milwaukee RR _was 2 & l/8 cents cheapetil~ 
the great northern HR and asked me to :find out if they could not h~ve as 
good A rate s,sthe Milwaukee gave. 
T?e. ~~y it stands now the Farmer s are organized al l over the country and 
tne Hlllwaukee has dug into _our terri tory so bad if w~ cannot g ive as good 
rate on wheat to the coast asthey do our picking wil l be ·o=-- slim. 
In former y ears with. the era, we have in sight we would ~et about 200.000 
or 30?000 bushels of wheat • But as it stands now since the rSi+waukee has · 
ce..me lnto ihe field the most we can expect is about 100. ooo t o ].25 .000 bu 

and farmers will h~:ml to the oth.er r oad for 2 .1/8 c.snts per bushel more, 

Fonn 213 
11-10 200M StP 

GREAT NoRTHERN RAILWAY Co. 

-------------
Station. ________ 191_ 

I feel very much alarmed about this matter as the harvest is right on us 

and I feel like if something was not sao n this station vlill be left e,lmost 
empty handed • The wheat shipment is all that amounts to any thing in the 
way of re'l.. enue in the freight dept if we loose that we ha,ve lost all. 
They have asked me to write you and find out by nex:t wednesday July the 
19th as they will hold A meeting on that date to arrange for the handling 
of their grain this year. rroping to receive an early reply I remain 

Resptl~r. 

A. L. Brooks • 

Agent 

(PS)T11e Milwaukee is just about 12 l/8 miles to the south of' us ue used to gtt 

the grain f'rom this terri tory f'or 25 miles south so :lou can see just how 

serious the si t;ua.tion is 
A. L. B. 


