NEWS ABOUT RAILROADS

SERIOUS TROUBLE ABOUVUT UNION
S PACIFIC BRIDGE AT OMAHA.

8T. PAUL AND ROCK ISLAND REFUSED A
CROSSING — A CONTROVERSY THAT

MAY BREAK UP THE WESTERN
PRESIDERTS’ AGREEMENT.

A controversy has sprung up In the West be-
tweon the Unlon Pacific, the B8t. Paul, and the -

Rock Island Railroad that may prove to be a
gerlious *‘thorn In the flesh” to the West-
ern rallfoad Presidents’ agreoment. Presi-
dent Roswell- Miller of the Chleago,
Milwaukee and 8t. Paul Road, who is

- also the temporary Chsairman of the new

advisory board, 18 qunoted ss expressing a

' doubt as to the practical utility of 4 Wastern

President's agreement so long as the Union Pa-
oific Road is disposed to disregard the terms of
the contract giving the 8t Panl and the Rook

Island Road the right to use the new Unilon

Pacifioc bridge across the Missour! River af
Omaha.

President Miller is quoted as saying yesterday
that & meeting of the advisory board would

probably be held in this city on Jan. 8, but that
it would adjourn to meet in icago at a subse-
quent date,

An Assoolated Press dispateh from Chiecago
last night explains the Omaha Bridge trouble
as follows:

“ The action of the Unlon Pacific in debarring
the Chicago, Milwaukee and 8t. Pauyl from an
entrance into Omaha over the Union Pacitlo
bridge was & surprise to the officials of the 8t.
Paul Road. For more than a week they have
been advertising that beginning Sunday, Dec.
28, they would run passenger trains through to
Omsha instead of stopping at Qouncil Bluffs, but
the firet train running under the new schedule
was stopped by the Union Pacific people and
not allowed to cross the bridge.

Presidunt Roswell Miller of the Milwaukeo
and 8t, Paul, when asked about matters to-day,
sald: ¢ Last Mag our company entered into an
arrangement with the Rock Island by which we
ware to build g bridge noross the Missouri River
at Omahs, for our joint wuse. A& 800n &8 tho
Unlon Paecitic people heard of this, and I refer
particalarly to Bidney Dillon, who iz now Presi-
dent, and Gen. Dodge, who 18 a Director, they
sought a c¢onferende with us. Thoy told us
there was no nssd of our going to the expensa
of bullding a bridge, n8 they would be glad to
let us use their bridge for a consideration.
Bubsequently a confercnce -was held in
Omahns and a ocontract was drawn up
by which our road and the Rock Island
were to T traings  into the TUnion
Station at Omaha over the Union Pacific bridge.
This company was to pay $50,000 a year for the
privilege and also its proportion of other joint
exFenses. The contract was signed, sealed, and
delivered and athroved by Prosident Adams
and the Board of Directors, and there can bée no
question as to its valldity. 8o far as our frelght
business is concerned, we have besn operating
under the contract since July 1, but as soon as
we gave notice that we would begin to run our
passenger trains into Omaha we were shut out
without an ex?lana.tion. Yes, we are now de-
nled the privileges of the bridgoe both asto
freight and passenger business. The contraot
s lagally binding, and T do oot see how the
Union Pacific can successfully set it aslde.”

The Rosk Island’s contract with the Unlon
Pacifle was similar to that of the 8t. Paul, ex-

oept that it embraced the joiat use of the travks

from Omaha to Linocoln. On the strength of the
contract the Rock Island has bullt fifty-twe
miles of road between Lincoln and Beatrice,

connecting with i{ts main line. The Union Pa-

citic was thus to obtain a southern out-
let through Indian Territory and become

"a competitor for trafiic to and from
. the Southwest. The Rook Island had
not as vet commenced operations under

the contract, but was prepared to do so, begin-
ning Jen. 4. The officiaia of that rond have also

been notified that therﬂ will not be allowed tho .

uge of the Union Pacific Bridge. President Ca-
ble and Presldent Miller were in eonference at
the lattar's office this afternoon, but both de-.
clared afterward that they had not decided upon
any deflnite course of action. Neither would

they express an opinion as to the caunse of the

Union Pacifio’s aotion, though they were firmly
of the opinion that they cotild not be deprived
of the rights accorded them by the contract,
cven though there bad been a change in the
management of the Union Pacifie.

Of course, the hand of Jay Gould is seen in all
this. He owns the Misaouri Pacitlo, and that
part of the contraot which ;:Itvea the Unfon Pa-
cific a line into the Missouri Pacitic territory is
notto his taste. There is a feeling in rallroad
circles that this affair will prove & deathblow to
the Presidents’ agreoment.

Neolther President Cable nor President Miller
would expreas himself positively on this phare
of the question, but the latter said: ¢ If that
contract is not & good one and ocannot be made
to stand, then there is no use fooling away time
entering into trafilo agreementa.”

It is said that Mr. Gonld doos not question the
lorality of the contract, but {8 determined, if
possible, to prevent i1ts being carried out, Le-
cause 1t is much more advantageous to the Mil-
waunkee and 8t. Paul and the Rock Island than
to the Union Pacifio. Litigation will delay
operations under the deal and may result in a
compromise. The legal counsel of the Rock
Island and the B8t. Paul were in consultation
with the Presidents of those roads to-day, and it
is understood that stops will be taken at once to
bring the Union Pacitic to terms.
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