RAILROADS REDUCE WAGES,

Important Action by the Milwaukee and
Eastern Illinois Companies.

CHIcaGO, Aug. 1.—-~The Chigago., Milwaukee
and 8t. Paul Railroad and the Chicago and East-
ern Illinols gave notice to-day that the salaries
of all their ofticers and employes of general and
looal offiees would be reduoced 10 per ceut. This
action, 1t 1s claimed, is neceasitated by the con-
tinued decrease in the earnings of the roada.

The reduction by the Milwankee and St. Paul
Road causad general surprise, not only to those
im:aediately affeoted, but to disintsrested out-
siders, as the company’s finanocial slatemont

pubilished yesterday showed an lncrease ln net
E%Eninga for the month of June of over ¥$200.-

The earmings for the year ending June 3
were $15,000 in oxcess of the earnings for the
Year previous, which was cno of the best years
in the Ristory of the company.

Presicent Roswell Miller, asked about the
matter, said that the earnings 1or June were
spparently large because the businesas done in
June last year was unususglly swmall. Nearly all
the earnings o! laat year had to be put into
necessary improvements. The earunings for
July. he said, now indiouted a deocrease of over
$150,000, and there wus no business in sight.

The aotion now taken he regarded as the
comnmeacemont of a general reduotion of the
rates of pay which mast necessarily resuls from
the Ialling off in the ravenues of the railwayva.
The pay of trainmen and other employes on the
tracks and Iin the shops had not ¥Yet been re-
duced, but if the pressnt condition of affalrs did
not show an improvement, they also would
have to be reduced.

BROOKLYN BOARD OF EDUCATION.

Chairmen of the Committees Appointed
and Financial Repor: Presented.

The regular monthly meeting of the Brooklyn
Board of Education was held yesterday after-
noon, and President James B. Bouck announced
his commiites appolntments for the eoming
year. The following are the Chairmanships:
Finance--Lynoch; Teachers-——8imis; Law—King;
Sochoolkouses—MoNamee; Heating and’ Ven-
tilating — Guilfoyle;  Librariea — Drommonad;
Supplies-—Ferrla; Printing--Cacetola; Evening
Schools—Thompson; BStudiea—Aubrey; School
Books—Thompson; Muslo—S8omers; Drawlng—
Powall; Attendance—Hubbs: Sites and Locali-
ties—Weir: Health—Black: Rules and Regula-
tions—Btowart; Q@Qiris’ Hich Sohool—QGates;
Boys' High School—Culyer; Tralning 8chool—
MoLean: Free Scholarshins —Swanstrom; East-
ern District Library-—Walsh; Creodentiala—
Schimmel

The Committee on Finance made a reporton
the board’s tinanoclial condition up to Aug. 1.
This showed that the balance on hand July 1
was $%876,346.69; receipts from Btate appro-
priatien and other sourcss, $394,508.38; by re-
fund, $277.68;: by transfer, $24,000; expendi-
tures by warrants, July, $39,500.27; to
transfer, $24,000. Balance on hand Auag. 1,
$1,231,632.48.

The ¥Fipance Comumiitee was authorized to
tranafer $10,000 from ary available account
fort fuel.

TO TEST AN IMPROVEMENT LAW,

Controller XMyers Enjoined from Issuing
Bonds for the Park Avenuae Viadnect.

When the law providing for the Park Avenue
improvement, which {neludes the construction
of a viaduot for the tracks of the New-York
Cepntral and Hudson River Railroad, the Har-
lem, and the New-York, New-Haven and Hart-
ford Raliroad, was Dpassed, it provided that
tho ity should pay half of the expense if it
did not exooed $750,000. President E. P. Bar-
ker of the Tax Department raised the question

a8 Lo the constisutionsality of the law under
Soction 11, Article YIIL, ol the State Constitu-
tion, whioh prohibites any oity or town from
lending {ts oreditto any individual, corporation,
or assoolatlon.

Tho matter was referred to Corporation Coun-
sel William H. Clark. who decvided that. as the
improvement would open streets that had here-
tofore heen interruptaed by the tracks of the
rallrosdas, 1t would be 8 publiec improvement,
and that the law was conatitutional.

‘BunXker Felies Tocoli haa taken exeeptioan to
thia deoision, and through nis attorney. Albert
Reynaud, bas sescured an injunction from the
supreine Court prevaenting the Controller from
issuing any hondas to pay the clity’s share of the
expenses. This injunction was gerved on the
Controller yesterday. It is returnable Aug. 9,
and the question of the constitutionality of the
law will be decided by the court.

Services in Memory of Donald M’Naughton.

Caicaco, Aug. l.—Religious services wore
beld this morning in the New-York 8tate Build-
ing in memory of Donald MocNsasughton, execu-
tive officer of the Board of Managers, who died
last Sunday. The American flag over the porch

weas draped and blask oloth was twined around
the pillare. The fluzs on all the State buildings
were at half mast.

Eight Btate Commissioners represented the
hoards of all the States, and many personal

‘friends and acqurintances were present. The

gservicer were conduoted by the Kev. S J. Me-
Pherson. The musical part of the service was
rendered by the Iowa Rtate Band and two of the
Schubert Lady Quartet.

The hody guves to XNew-York in a private ear
over the Michigan Central Railway. Tbhe only
membars of the New-York Board in Chicago
yvesterday were John koyvd Thacher, Louis
Meredleth Howland, and John Foord. They ao-
company the remaina eastward.

" Trouble Among the Cattle Men.

Paris, Texas, Ang. l1.—There I8 soriouns
trouble among the cattle men in the Panhandle.
As usual, 1t 18 o ight Dbetween big ranchmen,
representing English syndicates, and the
owners of the smaller ranches. Water is scarce,
and, as the ryndicates have all the principal
streams fenced in, the smaller oattle men are

shut oflf from water, and they have proceeded to
ot fences and open the way for their suffering
stooX to guench their thirst.

Rangers are patroling the country and the
cattle men are up in arms and inslat that the
water ahall be open to nll. On Saturday a man
rapresenting the KEnaglish eyndicate was shot
decd in the station at Childresa by one of the
Beckams, who own & larre raneh and are lead-
ing the fight againsat the syndicates.

Hogs Fed on Wheat.

FosTORIA, Ohlo, Aug. 1.—A large number of
farmers in this vicinity 2re feeding their wheat
to hogs rather than sell i1t at the low prices now
ruling. Hocs are quoted at $5 to $7 a hundred

aocording to grade. and it 18 estimated thata
bushel of wheat, properly ground and prepared
and fed with a little other food to give varjety,
will put from fifteen to twenty pounds of flesh
on o healthy hog.

‘This being the case, tha farmaer can easily re-
alize 31 a bushel for his whoat and save the
trouble of hauling it to market.

The Troops Withdrawn.

WASHINGTON, Aug. 1.—An order was issned
a8t the War Departmens to-day detaching Capt.
Carpenter and the troops under his command
from further doty at the Puyalinp Indian Res-

ervation in Washington. The troops were or-
dered thoroe somao time sgo at the request of the
Interior Department to prevent the unlawful
construction of a rallroad through the reserva-
tion. Mr. Ross, the man bullding the road, took
the matter 1o the courts and got an injunction
preventing the interference of the military.
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