THE WESTERN RATE SILTUATION.

CBICAGO, Feb. 8.—Rallroad rates on Western lines
are being closely maintained. Roswell Miller, Presi-
dent of the Chicago, Milwankee and St. Paul and
Prosident of the Advisory Board of the Western
Traflic Assoociation, said to-day:

“In my opinion tarifis for both freight and pas-
senger traffic are being better maintained by the
Western railroad companies than at any time since
the inter.State commerce law was passed and

became operative in  1887. For a short
t1ime after. the law went into etfeat
tarifts were pretty closely adhered to. Then there
was & break. There was another perlod of c¢lose
maintenance lmmediately after the formation of the
Inter-State Commerco Railway Association about
two years ago. Then things took a bad turn, but
now I think that everybody is maintaininz rates
, ist,eadily and observing the Inter.State comimerce
aw.”
- It was reportad {)estarday that the Chicago and
- Alton, Chicago, 8t. Paul and Kansas City, and Kan.-
sas8 City, Fort Scott and Memphis Roads had Deen
revailed upon to join the Western Tratic Asaocia-
ﬁon. thereby completing a solid array of all the
roads west of Chicago and 8t. L.ouis in the new agso-
- ciation. Mr. Nailer and Marvin Hughett, Chairman
of the special committes agpointe to securs, it
possible, the signatures of the three roads to the
agreement, said that this report was not true. While
~{tis not likelzethat any one of the three roads will
join the Weatern Traftic Association at present, there
g8 little to fear from them, at least while other roads
maintain rates. The roads are members of the Weast.
ern Freight and Western Passenger Associations.
The agreements governing these two assooiations
are ample, If adhered to, to govern the three roads
named, and their signing the Western Traflic Aasoci-
ation agreement would not amount to very much
while they remain in the auxlliar&' organizations and
show a disposition to live up to old agreemonts,
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