NEWS OF THE RAILWAYS

Presidents’ Conference “Adjourns
to Meet in Chicago.

.

]

8pecial Sub-Committees Appointed to
Adjust Freight and Passenger
Tariff Differences. '

'The general conference of Western rail-
road Presidents met again yesterday morn-
ing and received the repcrt of the special
committee, which had been appointed to
look into differences in regard to freight
. and passenger traffic. After some discus-
" sion over this report the conference came
to the conclusion that it would be impos-
sible 10 dispose of the many important sub-
Jects in the short time remaining yester-
day. 1t was, therefore, declded to adjourn
and meet again at Chicago June 19,

This adjournment of the conference, to-
gether witli the recommendations of the
special committee, are taken to indicate
that the situation in {reight and passen-
ger affairs presented more difficulties than
were expected, and that the disagree-
ments between certain roads are more seri-
ous than the officiale have been willing to

admit.

President Jeffery, Chairman of the con-
ference, however, expressed the belief yes-
terday that a harmonious settlement of
all diiferences would he reached at the ad-
journed conference. In order to insure this
result the work of preparing a basis for a
settlement of the various disputes was in-
trusted to four committees, each to have
jurisdiction within certain boundaries.

The first of these is the Kansas City

committice, of which S. M. Felton, Presi-
dent of the Chicago and Alton, is Chair-
man; the second is the Omaha and Siuox
City committee, with A. C, Bird, Vice
President of the Chicago, Milwaukee and
St. Paul. as Chairman; the tkird is the St.
Louis committee, of which B. F. Yoakum;
ine newly-elected President of the St.
L.ouis and San Francisco, is Chairman, and
the fourth is the St. Paul and Minneapolis
committee, wiih J. T. Clark, Vice Presi-
dent of the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis
and Omaha, in the chalir. :

The last commitiee will have to settle the
dispute about reduced passenger rates be-
tween the St. Paul-Chicago lines and the
*“Soo’" Line. An amicable settlement is
expected in ‘view of the announcement .
made by Mr. Jeffery, that both the Cana- -
dian and the Mexican railroads had agreed
to work in harmony with the American |
lines. The attitude of the Canadian Pacific !
bhaving been considered especially aggres-
sive by some of the Western 1ailroads, this
announceinent by President Jeffery gave
much satistaction, and it is generally con-
sidered one of the most important steps
toward the ultimate restoration and main-
tenance of tie tarriff rates.

A report of the Committee on the Anti-
Commission Agreement was also received.
Chairman Felton of that committee stated
that this agrecement was well maintained.
Tnat part of the report referring to special
rates igr certain everits and for military
business was referred to a committee.

When the adjrurnment was taken yvester-
dav the general impression seemed 1o be
that there would be a centinuance of the
Pledges to maintain published tarriff rates
and to conform to lawful methods in the
condunt of twraffic, which the Western
roads have made to each other and to the
Inter-State Commerce Commission from
time to time, ¢
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