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LL EMPLOYEES CONCERNED, ~ KENT; WASHINGTON, CHRISTMAS EVE, 1978 

'" 

,
 
'.

T'WAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS, I WAS WCRKING SECOND TRICK 

HEN THE DISF't~TCHE)< CPIED OUT, "GET i'i ~ THE BO{~RD CLERI< \~UICtC :'f 
',' 

THE CI~I...L. BOY CAI1F ON.. !I HEY ~dHAT S UP t'\{.lN II 

"EVERYONES LAID OFF" HE STAI:::TEI> TO EXPLAIN,
 

i"
 I COULDN1T RAISE ENOUGHT MEN TO RUN A TOY TRAIN." 

"0. tc" Sf:', I J) THE DI SF'{..TCHFh I "THEI'~ HEfi:ES HHf~T I,JE DO" ,', " , 

"",~'1LTHOUGH hJ['LL. F'F:OBAflLY BE THI[SI..TF'F'ED BY THE U"T.U,," 

",-(QI..]I;: CF-:EI."I IS AS FOi...LOtJS •• ,," HE TOOh t'l SLIGHT F'i~USF, 

•.. FOUR ELVES; EIGHT REINDEER AND A HOGHEAD NAMED CLAUS." 

THEN HE ORDERED UP ENGINES, "GIVE 'EM FOU~ OF OUR BEST, 

ND USE THE CABOOSE. OFF OF THAT DU!tD FR: 'GHT, WEST" " 

THE eRE!•.! (~F<PII,)E:D, {-IN-I) ASKED FOR THE IF: H-<:AIN , 

SHE'S ALL MADE UP ON THE OUTBOUND MAIN.,~ 

THEY MADE A QUICK AIR TEST, AND WERE THEN ON THEIR WAY. 
" 

WHAT" CRIE!) THE DISPATCHER, uNO TERMINAl... DELAY" 

MEANWHILE AT THE DEPOT, IN MY TELEGRAPH BAY 

THOUGHT OF TOMORROW, IT WOULD bE CHRISTMAS DAY. 

THE TRAIN ORDERS WERE HUNG IN THE HOOP RACK WITH CARE 

~ HOPES THI~T THE "SPEC:U~L" SOON WOULD BE THEm::. 

WHEN SUDDENLY IN ~y BLOCK l.lGHT WHAT SHOULD APPEAR, 

JT A MAINLINE LOCAL, WITH A FAT JOLLY ENGINEER. 

I JUMPED UP FROM MY SEAT, AND RAN OUTSIDE QUICK, 

)111 X' "rr"\ I J,:\'Y H:r. s ri(.-lf~h:Ef':S IT I"\UST BE St, I NT N I CI-(,Cc. , _.. ) [~ .., ..,
 

WITH A NICE GENTLE STOP, HE PUI LED UP ON THE MAIN
 

~DE A QUICK SET OUT AND COUPLED BACK ~N HIS TRAIN.
 

TO SEE THIS CREW SWITCHING, WAS A COMICAL SIGHl,
 

JT I HEAPD S'ANTA COMt-1ENT" II [.,'E I L.I... rjrln:~ LOC~" .., f='f'W TONIGHT"
 



THEN LEANING OUT THE CAB WINDOW, HE CALLED ME BY NAME 

"GET rlF SClNE T HIE, ON 20' 'S TPrd ~L 11 

THEN GLANCING AT HIS WATCH HE MADE A SLIGHT FRCWN 

WELL HE MADE ALL HIS STOPS, RIGHT ON DQWN THE LINE 

EVERYTHING RAN SMOOTHLY, ALL THE MEETS WORKED OUT FINE. 

NOlA! TO ril~Il<E THIS STORY .JUST i~S SHOF~T f.iS CAN :BE 

HE DELIVERED ENOUGH PRESENTS FOR EVERYONES TREE. 

1.•IHEN HE hJAS THr"'OUGH., HE rd:~T1..Jf<:NED II eM:! HOP" 

PUT HIS ENGINES AWAY, AND THEN HE TIED UP 

BUT I HEARD HIM EXCl.AIM, AS HE PACKED UP HIS GRIP, 

II I I L.l... TF;l~I)EL H:J:U~IAUI<EE 1~.:OtlD} I,JHEN r. t'~AI"\F NEXT Y'Ef1RS' TRIF'," 

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE. AND B~nT WISHES ~OR A 

HAPPY AND HEALTHFUL NEW YEAR 

ALLEN MILLER, 2ND TRICK TELEGRAPHER, KENT 
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